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THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE HONORED WITH NATIONAL AWARD 
BY THE NOYCE FOUNDATION FOR LEADERSHIP OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE FESTIVAL 


PHILADELPHIA June 30, 2014 —The Franklin Institute has been nationally recognized by The Noyce 
Foundation for its strong leadership in convening partnerships and reaching underserved audiences 
through the Philadelphia Science Festival. The Bright Lights Community Engagement Award honors 
select science centers, children’s museums and natural history museums nationwide that have excelled in 
engaging their local communities, with a particular interest in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) outreach. “The Franklin Institute has played a unique, challenging, and incredibly important role 
as convener, host, and catalyst for collaboration—helping leverage the unique contributions and resources 
of many organizations in the Philadelphia area and surrounding communities,” said Ann S. Bowers, Chair 
and Co-Founding Trustee, The Noyce Foundation. “This award acknowledges The Franklin Institute’ s 
ability to reflect, adapt, and become even more central to the communities within its reach.” 

The Philadelphia Science Festival is an annual, nine-day community-wide celebration of STEM 
organized and led by The Franklin Institute and created through the collaboration of more than 200 of 
Philadelphia’s scientific, cultural, and educational institutions. The Philadelphia Science Festival has 
experienced strong growth since its inaugural year in 2011, generating more 400 events while reaching 
over 300,000 people in Philadelphia and beyond. 

“This recognition from The Noyce Foundation solidifies The Franklin Institute’s role as a leader 
and catalyst for organizational collaborations in informal STEM education in the Philadelphia region,” 
said Larry Dubinski, incoming President and CEO, The Franklin Institute. “It is just one illustration of 
The Franklin Institute’s many efforts to convene partnerships that engage the community in learning 
about science and technology.” 

Founding Philadelphia Science Festival director for The Franklin Institute, Gerri Trooskin, a 
national leader in the science festival community, heads a talented Philadelphia Science Festival team 
who creates lasting partnerships and facilitates key collaborations throughout the community, making the 


festival an enormously successful event and now a national model for community engagement. 


The Franklin Institute is one of only seven Bright Lights Community Engagement Award 
recipients nationwide, out of a pool of 94 applicants. Other recipients include the San Jose Technology 


Museum, Hands on Children’s Museum in Olympia, and the Science Museum of Minnesota. 


About the Philadelphia Science Festival 
One of the first of its kind in the country, the Philadelphia Science Festival is an annual celebration of science and 


technology in everyday places- parks, restaurants, bars, libraries and museums. It asks Philadelphians to question 
the world around them and aims to inspire not only the next generation of scientists and engineers, but also create 
homegrown citizen scientists. More than 175 partners worked together to produce the Festival in 2014. The 
Philadelphia Science Festival is presented by The Dow Chemical Company and organized by The Franklin Institute. 


About The Franklin Institute 

Located in the heart of Philadelphia, The Franklin Institute is a renowned and innovative leader in the field of 
science and technology learning, as well as a dynamic center of activity. Pennsylvania’s most visited museum, it is 
dedicated to creating a passion for learning about science by offering access to hands-on science education. In June 
2014, The Franklin Institute opened the Nicholas and Athena Karabots Pavilion, a brand-new 53,000 square foot 
addition which features a permanent signature exhibition called “Your Brain”. For more information, visit 
www.fi.edu. 


